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Kids Beating Cancer Mad Hatter Luncheon Raises Over $50,000 
Annual Fundraising Luncheon to help Children Battling Cancer 

 
Orlando, Florida (March 19, 2015) – Dreams will now come true for many children 
battling cancer thanks to more than $50,000 raised on March 8 at the whimsical Kids 
Beating Cancer (KBC) Mad Hatter Luncheon held at the Waldorf Astoria Orlando.  
More than 300 ladies, gentlemen and children wore their most stylish hats and couture 
while taking their photos with the Mad Hatter, Alice-in-Wonderland, Queen of Hearts, 
former Miss America, Ericka Dunlap and Miss Florida Outstanding Teen, Leah 
Roddenberry.   
 
“We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all of the sponsors and volunteers who 
generously donated their time, talent and love to assist these precious children and 
families in need, said Margaret Guedes, CEO/President & Founder of Kids Beating 
Cancer.  “Their gift will allow us to continue the KBC mission of providing for the financial 
assistance and emotional well-being of children and their families during the treatment 
and recovery process, regardless of hospital affiliation.”   
 
The Mad Hatter Luncheon kicked off with a mouth-watering, three-course gourmet 
meal perfectly paired with teas by internationally recognized Tracy Stern Tea & 
Company.  The Mad Hatter’s head table was comprised of several KBC children and 
their families, the Mad Hatter, Queen of Hearts and Alice-in-Wonderland.  In addition, 
the children were given a tutu to wear during the event, as a gift from the Orlando 
Ballet. 	  
 
Entertainment began with the invigorating sounds of Violectric, popular string 
performers, who played custom arrangements of classic and modern rock tunes.  Waltz 
dance performances were provided by the Orlando Ballet and finished by the 
incomparable tenor voice of Keith Workowski with soprano Cheryl Lugo who sang 
excerpts from the Phantom of the Opera. 
 
This year’s event was made possible thanks to participant fundraising and corporate 
sponsorships.   More than 20 national or local corporations contributed in-kind or 
monetary donations including Florida Hospital for Children, International Diamond 
Center, Tracy Stern & Company, Peterbrooke Chocolatier, Almar Travel, Florida 
Pediatrics Associates, the Orlando Ballet, PSAV and many more.   
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Kids Beating Cancer also recently announced a new partnership with the Orlando 
Ballet where children going through cancer chemotherapy can attend ballet classes at 
their own pace and at no cost to their families.  The practice of ballet provides an 
outlet for kids to build self-confidence and concentration.  Kids that are going through 
cancer therapy benefit from ballet, as it increases flexibility, improves posture and 
strengthens their muscles.    During the event, guests were also asked to donate $500 in 
order to sponsor ballet for a child with cancer.   

About Kids Beating Cancer  
Founded by Margaret Guedes, in memory of her son John Robert Voight, the Orlando- 
based charity, Kids Beating Cancer (KBC), has been dedicated to caring for children 
with cancer and leukemia, as well as 80 other life threatening diseases for over 23 years.  
Since 1992, KBC has served over 8,000 children in central Florida and added 38,000 
donors to their national registry.  KBC funds life-saving programs and provides life-
enhancing resources to support the financial and emotional well-being of children and 
their families during the treatment and recovery process.  By providing pre-transplant 
testing and donor identification, costs never covered by Medicaid and only partially 
covered by insurance, any child can have access to marrow or stem cell 
transplantation, the best – and only hope for a cure. This testing is provided at no cost 
at the Kids Beating Cancer Pediatric Transplant Center which is located at Florida 
Hospital for Children.  For additional information on ways to sponsor or volunteer, call 
407.894.2888 or visit www.kidsbeatingcancer.com . 
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